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1 . LORD SHAWCROSS, CHAIRMAN OF THE INTERNATIONAL 
CHAMBER OF COMMERCE COMMISSION ON BRIBERY AND CORRUPTION 
IN BUSINESS TRANSACTIONS, STRONGLY CRITICIZED THE ICC 

FOR WATERING DOWN HIS COMMISSION S PROPOSED GUIDELINES 
AT ITS MEETING NOVEMBER 29. IN AN ON THE RECORD TALK 
AT CHATHAM HOUSE DECEMBER 19, SHAWCROSS SAID THE 
CHAMBER HAS PRODUCED A WATERED DOWN VERSION OF AN 
ALREADY WATERED DOWN CODE, ACCUSING IT OF PUSILLANIMITY, 
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WHICH, HE SAID, IN THESE MATTERS IS LIKE COWARDICE IN 
THE FACE OF THE ENEMY. HE CRITICIZED PARTICULARLY THE 
SCRAPPING OF THE PANEL WHICH THE COMMISSION PROPOSED 
TO ADVISE THE ICC ON IMPLEMENTATION OF THE CODE. 

2. SHAWCROSS SAID THE COMMISSION HAD ALREADY MADE MANY 
CONCESSIONS TO ITS FRENCH, GERMAN AND BELGIAN MEMBERS 
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IN DEVELOPING THE PROPOSED CODE; HE DID NOT THINK THE 
RESULTANT CODE SHOULD CAUSE ANY ANXIETY AMONG HONEST 
BUSINESSMEN. HOWEVER THE ICC, LED BY THE CONTINENTALS, 
HAD TO GO FURTHER, AND ITS ACTION WILL NOT INCREASE ITS 
CREDIBILITY. BUSINESS, HE SAID, MUST ENTER INTO A 
SELF-DENYING ORDINANCE NOT TO DO BUSINESS WHERE CORRUP- 
TION IS REQUIRED AND TO EXPOSE THOSE WHO DO. IF THE 
CONTINENTALS ARE NOT READY TO AGREE THEY SHOULD SAY SO 
PUBLICLY. HE ALSO NOTED THAT RECIPIENT COUNTRIES HAVE 
ATTACKED BRIBERY IN THE UN BUT DONE NOTHING TO RESTRAIN 
THEIR OWN OFFICIALS. 

3. SHAWCROSS SAID IN RESPONSE TO QUESTIONS (TO SOME 
EXTENT OFF THE RECORD) THAT HE THOUGHT THE DIFFICULTIES 
MIGHT NOW RELATE ONLY TO FRANCE AND BELGIUM, AND 
PROBABLY ONLY TO A FEW PEOPLE IN THOSE COUNTRIES. HE 
DOES NOT THINK BRITISH BUSINESS WOULD SUPPORT HIS COM- 
MISSION'S CODE UNANIMOUSLY, BUT A BIG MAJORITY WOULD 
FORCE THE REST TO GO ALONG. 

4. SIR REAY GEDDES, CHAIRMAN OF THE UK COUNCIL OF ICC, 

WHO WAS PRESENT, QUESTIONED WHETHER PROGRESS ON THIS 
PROBLEM IS, AS LORD SHAWCROSS SUGGESTED, TOO SLOW; 
CREDIBILITY MIGHT LIE IN BROAD ACCEPTANCE OF SMALLER 
STEPS RATHER THAN IN TRYING TO GO TOO FAR. HE THOUGHT 
THE CHAMBER'S ACTION MIGHT BE CONSIDERED "POSITIVE IF 
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DELIBERATE" RATHER THAN "SHAKY AND IRRESOLUTE". SHAW- 
CROSS RESPONDED BY COMPLIMENTING GEDDES AS A MAIN 
SUPPE TH CODE AT THE ICC, BUT DID NOT ACCEPT 
HIS THESIS, SAYING HE DOESN’T THINK THE ICCS ACTION IS 
CREDIBLE IN THE ABSENCE OF THE MINIMAL TEETH THE PANEL 
WOULD HAVE PROVIDED. 

BREWSTER 
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